
Fernandina Beach Middle School Band

Why choose band?
Music helps develop strengths needed in today's workforce, such
as critical thinking, creative problem solving, effective
communication, teamwork and confidence.
* Music helps kids excel in academic subjects like math, science and reading
* More than half of U.S. households have at least one person who plays a
musical instrument.

* Students participating in school music programs scored 98 points higher on
their SATs than their non-musical peers. The College Board, 2001

* Students participating in school band programs are much less likely to
participate in risky behavior such as drugs and gangs.

* The College Board identifies the arts as one of the six basic academic subject
areas students should study in order to succeed in college.

* “Music education opens doors that help children pass from school into
the world around them — a world of work, culture, intellectual activity,
and human involvement. The future of our nation depends on providing
our children with a complete education that includes music.”
—Gerald Ford, former President, United States of America

Former FBMS Band students, where are they now?

John Adams - Baritone - Portland State Univ... - VP, Lending Manager, JPMorgan Chase

Andrew Altman - Trombone - Florida State Univ. - Professional Musician

Morgan Brazell Williams - Clarinet - Univ. of N. Florida - Real Estate Appraiser

Karisa Bridwell - Flute - University of N. Florida - Deaf Education Teacher

Laura Broussard Wiegner - French Horn - Florida State Univ. - 1st Federal Bank of Florida
- Retirement Div.

Brittany Davis Rivkin - French Horn - Florida State Univ. - Registered Nurse

Chris Davis - Trumpet - Vancouver B.C. - Professional Musician

Ashlee Grubbs Lehmann -Trumpet - Arizona State Univ. - Architectural Designer -
Pamela Burton & Co.

Brooke Grubbs Raulerson - Clarinet - Owner/Operator - Artistic Florist

Brian Hooper - Trumpet - Johnson & Wales Univ. - Chef @ the Omni.

Eric Hooper - Trumpet - Embry-Riddle Univ. - Pilot - Cathay Pacific Airways

Jason Hooper - Trombone - Indiana Univ./CUNY Grad Center - Professor of Music @
Univ. of Massachusetts Amherst

Brad Stombock - Tuba - Mississippi State Univ. - Director of Sustainable Initiatives Florida
Department of Environmental Protection

Kevin Thursk - Tuba - Univ. of West Alabama - Deputy Sheriff Nassau Co.

John Williams - Trumpet - Florida State College Jax - Everbank Financial Analyst

Andy Zerbinopoulos - Trumpet - Birmingham Southern/Univ. of Alabama - Dentist

This is just a small sample of the thousands of successful students
that have been a part of this award winning band program.

If you have any questions about joining the band, please feel
free to contact me.
e-mail: asajernigan@bellsouth.net (this will change at the end of
the school year)
Updated contact info will be available through the main office at
FBMS (904) 491-7938



1. Do I need to have any musical experience to join band? No! We will start from the
very beginning.

2. Do I need to get an instrument before school starts? No! We will spend the first
couple of weeks trying out different instruments to help find the one best suited for
your student.

3.Can students participate in sports if they are in band?Yes! Many of our 7th& 8th
grade band students also participate in sports. We have a good relationship with the
coaches at FBMS and work to alleviate conflicts. Most conflicts can be avoided
through communication between the parent, band director and coach.

4.How expensive is band? The cost of participating in band varies depending on the
instrument the student plays. We have a rental program with a local music store. The
average rental fee is around $25 per month ($50 for Saxophones), this includes repair
and insurance on the instrument. Most companies provide various plans including
rent to own, lease with accrued deposit on a new instrument & outright purchase. I
suggest that the student rent an instrument first, and then purchase a better
instrument after a year or so.

5. Do student need any books or materials for class? Yes! We use two books for
beginning band Traditions of Excellence and Skill Builders. These books are available
from the local music stores. Students who play clarinet/Saxophone/Oboe/Bassoon
also need to purchase reeds for their instruments. Brass players will need to have
valve oil and percussionist must have stick bags, sticks, mallets and a Rhythm book.

6.Is there a lot of out of school time involved in being in band? No! Beginning Band
students will have 5 rehearsals that will be prior to our 3 concerts. Concert and
rehearsal attendance is mandatory, and is part of the student’s grade for band. All
students are required to practice at home each week

7. Do students have to carry their instruments around school all day?No! There are
lockers and shelves provided in the band room where instruments can be stored
during the school day. Students can store their instruments before school, and pick
them up at the end of the day.

8. Are private lessons required for band membership?No! Private lessons are not
required, but they do make a big difference in the achievement of students.

9. What if my child rides a bicycle to school, and cannot carry the instrument
back and forth? We have some school owned instruments that can be used
by students that ride bicycles or cannot take large instruments on busses.

10. What if my child looses interest in their instrument during the year? Most
students will go through periods where they want to quit. This is normal. Most
students who stick with band are glad they did not give up when things got
tough.

The involvement, support, interest and encouragement of parents are
the most important factors in the success of students.

Frequently Asked Questions about Band

About the Band
The bands at FBMS and FBHS have a long history of excellence!
Both band programs have won numerous competitions at both the state
and national levels, and have a history of Superior ratings from the
Florida Bandmasters Association in concert, marching and jazz
performance areas. Many FBMS band students have been placed in the
District Honors Band as well as the Florida All State Bands.
The FBMS band is the largest organization on campus and is open to all
students interested learning to play an instrument reguardless of ability or
financial standing. There is no reason a child who wants to learn to play
an instrument should not take advantage of this opportunity.

About the Band Director
Mr. Jernigan is in his 29th year of teaching, and the 10th year as director
of bands at Mandarin Middle School. He is a native of Waycross,
Georgia., and a graduate of Waycross High School. He received his
Bachelor of Music Education from Troy University where he was a
member of “The Sound of the South” marching band.
Mr. Jernigan taught two years in Alabama before coming to Florida. He
taught at Hilliard Middle Senior High School for five years, and
Fernandina Beach Middle School for twelve years (where he also
assisted with the Fernandina Beach High Schools’ “Mighty Marching
Pirates”).
He was the recipient of the “Tom Bishop Award”, a four time recipient of
the “Five Year Superior Award” (consecutive), as well as “Teacher of the
Year” at FBMS. His professional affiliations include FBA, MENC, NFIMA ,
ASBDA and was recently inducted into Phi Beta Mu (an international
Band Directors Fraternity). He has also served as All County Co-Chair
for Nassau County, All District Band Co-Chair, District Secretary & District
Chairman for FBA District 17, and also served on the FBA State Board for
four years.
My wife, Laurie, & I are excitied about returning to FBMS where I plan to
continue the outstanding tradition of fine bands.


